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International Student

Pre-Arrival Housing Checklist

Moving to a new country for university is exciting and overwhelming. This checklist walks you through every

step from acceptance letter to move-in day so nothing falls through the cracks.

Print this out, check off each item as you go, and share it with anyone heading abroad for studies.

rentser.com

Page 1/5 | rentser.com | Free Resource - Share freely



Rentser.com

Phase 1: Research (8-12 Weeks Before Move)

Get your acceptance letter and confirm your university start date

Research the city you are moving to: neighborhoods, transport, cost of living

Set a monthly housing budget (include rent, utilities, transport, and food)

Decide your housing type: university dorm, shared flat, private room, or studio

Research average room rental prices in your destination city by zone/area

Identify 3-5 neighborhoods that match your budget and commute needs

Check if your university offers housing placement services or partnerships

Join university Facebook groups and forums for housing leads

Start browsing listing platforms to understand what is available

Tip: Start your housing search earlier than you think. The best rooms go fast, especially near universities. 8 weeks

minimum is recommended.

Phase 2: Active Search (4-8 Weeks Before Move)

Create accounts on verified rental platforms (e.g., Rentser, SpareRoom)

Set up alerts for new listings in your target neighborhoods

Prepare a short introduction about yourself for landlord messages

Contact at least 5-10 listings to compare options

Ask for a video tour or live video call if you cannot visit in person

Verify each listing is real before sending any money (see Verification section)

Compare listings side by side: price, location, bills included, contract length

Check proximity to your university and nearest public transport

Ask about deposit amount, payment method, and refund terms

Tip: Never pay a deposit or rent before you have verified the listing and the landlord. Scams target international

students who cannot visit in person.
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Listing Verification Checklist

Reverse image search the listing photos (scammers reuse images)

Check if the landlord has reviews or a verified profile on the platform

Ask for a video call walkthrough of the property

Verify the address exists on Google Maps / Street View

Never send money via wire transfer, gift cards, or cryptocurrency

Use a platform with secure payment and deposit protection if possible

If the price seems too good to be true, it probably is

Ask for a written tenancy agreement before any payment

Documents to Prepare

Valid passport (and visa if applicable)

University acceptance letter / enrollment confirmation

Proof of funds: bank statement, scholarship letter, or guarantor letter

Reference letter (from previous landlord, employer, or university)

Government-issued ID from your home country

Proof of address in your home country (utility bill or bank statement)

Travel insurance documentation

Emergency contact details

Tip: Scan and save digital copies of all documents in cloud storage. You will need them multiple times during your

search.
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Phase 3: Pre-Move (1-4 Weeks Before)

Sign your tenancy agreement and keep a copy

Pay your deposit through a secure, traceable payment method

Confirm your move-in date and key collection details with landlord

Arrange airport transfer or know your route from airport to accommodation

Buy travel insurance if you have not already

Notify your bank about international travel

Set up an international money transfer method (e.g., Wise, Revolut)

Pack essentials for your first few days (bedding may not be provided)

Download offline maps of your new city

Save landlord contact info, emergency numbers, and university address offline

Phase 4: Move-In Day

Photograph every room before unpacking (document existing damage)

Check that all appliances, lights, heating, and plumbing work

Read the meter readings (electricity, gas, water) and note them down

Test the Wi-Fi and note the network name and password

Confirm where the bins go and what day collection is

Get copies of all keys and test them

Introduce yourself to flatmates or neighbors

Locate the nearest supermarket, pharmacy, and GP / clinic

Register with a local doctor (GP) if required in your country

Complete a written inventory check with your landlord and both sign it

Tip: The signed inventory and your move-in photos protect your deposit. Do this before you settle in.

Page 4/5 | rentser.com | Free Resource - Share freely



Rentser.com

City-Specific Tips

London, UK

Zone 2-3 offers the best value for students. Budget 850-1,100 GBP/month for Zone 2. Get an 18+ Student Oyster card

for 30% off transport. Check TfL journey planner for commute times.

Toronto, Canada

Average room: 900-1,300 CAD. Downtown and Midtown are expensive. Consider North York, Scarborough, or

Etobicoke for savings. TTC monthly pass is ~156 CAD.

New York City, USA

Manhattan rooms can exceed 1,500 USD. Brooklyn, Queens, and Jersey City offer better value. Always check subway

proximity. Budget 1,000-1,800 USD/month.

Vancouver, Canada

One of Canada's most expensive cities. Budget 900-1,400 CAD. SkyTrain connected areas like Burnaby and New

Westminster offer more affordable options.

Montreal, Canada

Most affordable major Canadian city. Rooms from 550-900 CAD. Plateau, Mile End, and Villeray are popular with

students. French helps but English works in most areas.

Find Verified Rooms on Rentser

Browse verified listings side by side. No scams. No fake photos.

rentser.com

This checklist provides general guidance. Housing laws and requirements vary by country and city. Always verify local regulations and consult your
university housing office. Prices shown are approximate ranges as of early 2026.
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